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Oxford Theatre, in Pater-noſter Row. 1757. 


GE we 


Die Martis 1 Feb. 1757. 
Ordered, Hos e 
D the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in 
Parliament aſſembled, That the Thanks 
of this Houſe be, and are hereby, given to the 
Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, for the Sermon by him 
preached before this Houſe Yeſterday, in the 
Abby-Church, Meſiminſten; and he is hereby 
defired to cauſe the fame to be forthwith printed 
and publiſhed. 
Aſbley Ci per, Cler. Parliamentor. 
NSE 
BRITAN ; 
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 JosHUA XXIV. 15. 


77 it . evil unto. you to ſerve the Lord, 
chooſe ye this day whom you will ſerve. 


HESE words were ſpoken by 
Joſhua to the children of Ifrael 


on a very ſolemn occaſion, He 


was old, and ftricken in age; and this day, Ch. xxii. 1. 


ſays he, I am going the way of all the earth. Ver. 14. 


He therefore gathered all the tribes of Trae Ch, xxiv. I. 


to Sechem, and called for the elders of Iſrael 
and for their heads, and for their judges, 
and for their officers, and they preſented 
themſelves before God. And Joſhua ſpake 
unto the people in the name of the Lord 
God of Iſrael. He recounted to them all 
the marvellous works God had done for 
them; his promiſes of future bleſſings, if they 
continued ſtedfaſt in his covenant; his threat- 

| B nings, 


len 


nings, if rebellious. Mou | therefore, fays he, 


Fear the Lord, and ſerve him in fincerity 
and truth, and put away the Gods which your 
fathers ſerved on the other fide of the flood, 


and in Egypt, and ſerve ye the Lord. And, 


if it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the Lord, chooſe 
ye this day whom you will ſerve. 


That ſuch a choice could ſo ſolemnly be 
put to creatures in a human ſhape, that 
called themfelves rational; namely, whe- 
ther they would bow down to ftocks and 
ſtones, rather than to the great God of hea- 


ven and earth; this ſurely muſt convey to 


us an aſtoniſhing intimation of their ſtupi- 


dity and depravity.---But Joſhua knew the 
genius of his people too well; he knew how 
abſurd a choice (without his placing the 
objects ſo full before their eyes) they were 
capable of making; and we, who are now 
aſtoniſhed at their folly and depravity, are 
therefore only aſtoniſhed becauſe we do not 

know 
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know our own, Human nature is the ſame 


in all ages, and ignorance is ignorance in 
whatever ſhape it appears; the faſhion only 
varies, the thing itſelf is the ſame. To pre- 
fer an idol to God is not the fin of the pre- 
ſent age, it is not the garb in which modern 
ignorance would chooſe to dreſs itſelf ; but 
in a different ſenſe to worſhip the creature 
rather than the creator---to chooſe the ſer- 
vice of Mammon rather than the ſervice of 
God---this is a choice we are now, in this 


enlightened age, as capable of making as the 


Iſraelites were of Idolatry in the days of 


Joſhua. 


But, in reality, the choice here propoſed 
to them by Joſhua comprehended more 
under it than merelya choice of Religion; it 


implied alſo a choice of Government---for-- 


to ſerve the Lord, implied a ſubmiſſion to 
the laws of God, as preſcribed to them by 
his ſervant Moſes---a ſubmiſſion to the eſta- 


B 2 bliſhed 


(4) 

bliſhed Government and Conſtitution both in 
Church and State: fo that the queſtion in 
its full extent was this--Whether they would 
chooſe a ſuperſtitious. idolatrous worſhip, 
under an arbitrary deſpotick Government, 
ſuch as was eſtabliſhed in Egypt; or--whe- 
ther they would ferve the Lord their God 
in ſincerity and truth, under an equal and 
juſt Government, preſcribed to them by God 
himſelf, and rendered happy by his more 
immediate care and protection? —_— 


Such being the ſenſe and import of the | 
words of Joſhua---the queſtion contained in 
them, namely, whom they would ſerve--- 

_ what formof government they would chooſe 

is a queſtion, as appoſite and important 

to be put to us of this nation, as it was to 
the Iſraelites. It has in fact been already 
put to our Anceſtors, at different periods of 
our Hiſtory ; but at no period of time, ſo 
remarkable for the choice made, as on that 

1 1 ; day 4 


| (5) 
day which gave occaſion to the preſent So- 


lemnity. I ſhall — in a. 

diſcourſe, | 

Fir, Conſider the nature * che choice 
then made, 

Secondly, What inſtructions may from 
thence be drawn for our own conduct, 
and the publick good. 

I confine my enquiry to this particular 
day, firſt, becauſe the ſteps taken antece- 
dent to it by both parties, the riſe, progreſs, 
and continuance of the war, (whether from 
choice or not) were not the choice I am 
now ſpeaking of, but rather a kind of na- 
tional debate and contention for the power 
of making a choice whom they would ſerve,-- 
to what Form of government they would 
ſubmit.----Secondly, becauſe the national 
guilt, which we are now aſſembled to de- 
precate, more particularly belongs to this 
day : for, had it not been for this--had the 
conftirution been then eſtablifhed on its juſt 

baſs, 


(6) 
baſis, the many faults and even crimes com- 
titted, during the courſe of the debate, might 
have all been ſunk in the common ſtock of 
national weakneſs and infirmity, without 


blotting our Calendar with an everlaſting 
ts 50 


The Contention itſelf, conſidering the 


importance of the object, was natural, un- 
avoidable, and, in ſome ſenſe, juſtifiable. 
The queſtion was ſuch, that honeſt and good 
men, with the moſt upright intentions, might 
be engaged on either ſide; they might mean 
the Good of their country, though they ſaw 
it in different lights. a 
In regard to the King the very earlieſt 
Principles inſtilled into him by his Father, his 
cCourtiers, his inſtructors, his friends, and 
counſellors, of whom he had the higheſt 
opinion, unhappily for him, were Princi- 
ples tending to Deſpotiſm: what wonder if 


ſuch 
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fuch education, and ſuch authority, had 
weight ſufficient to influence the opinion of 

a young Frince, and actualy perſuade him 

that he had ſuch rights veſted in him as 

were attributed to him. There is nothing 
new in this, abſurder notions have been em- 
braced on leſs Authority. Now, if this re- 
aly was the caſe, we need no more to ex- 
cuſe him, and juſtify thoſe that oppoſed. 
him, 


For, in this view, the power aſſumed 
by the King was conſidered by him as a 
juſt power, in the exertion of which con- 
ſiſted his liberty as King: he therefore 
claimed and defended it. His oppoſers, on 
the other hand, very juſtly conſidered, that 


a claim to ſuch power was inconſiſtent with 


their rights, and deſtructive of their liberty 


as ſubjects. They oppoſed his claim there- 
fore, and watched the tendency of his prin- 
ciples, in their own defence. 


Thus 


| | 8 


Thus far both may be ſuppoſed to act 
from the ſame principle in human nature, 
which, if juſt in one, could not be unjuſt 
in the other: for the only queſtion put to 
each, at firſt, was Will you, without con- 
tending, give up what you are fincerely 
perſuaded is your juſt right?-—-But, in the 
courſe of the debate, queſtions far more in- 
tereſting and important were put both to the 
King and to thoſe thatoppoſed him.--To the 
King----Will you riſque your crown and 
life itſelf, rather than recede from what you 
think your right ?---To the people Will 


you ſerve your lawful Sovereign accord- 


ing to the eftabliſhed laws and con- 


ſtitution of your country, or---chuſe you 


rather to ſerve any other maſter, whom 
chance, caprice, or violence, may hereafter 
ſet over you? | 


How theſe queſtions were reſpectively 
deter- 


69 


determined, is ſufficiently known. The 


King, committing his cauſe to heaven, 


choſe even to recede from his acknowledged 
juſt rights. But how did his ſubjects chule? 
It ſeemed evil unto them to ſerve their law- 
ful ſovereign on any, terms; they choſe 
therefore to dethrone, impriſon, arraign, 
condemn, and murder him : it ſeemed evil 
unto them to preſerve the being of that very 
conſtitution, the defence of which was the 
only pretended cauſe of taking arms againſt 
their ſovereign--they choſe rather to deſtroy 
it. This choice was now in their power to 
make, and they made it: our buſineſs is to 
_ enquire into the nature of the choice thus 


made. 


And here we ſhould be led to enquire 
wherein conſiſted either the juſtice, or the 
wiſdom of the choice. 


As to the firſt it ſeems rather abſurd to 
0 name 


I — 


— 


{ x0) 


name the word Juſtice on a day whereon 


we are aſſembled to humble ourſelves before 


God, on account of its W wick - 
edneſs and injuſtice. 


But wherein then conſiſted the wiſdom of 
the choice? This perhaps has been leſs 


conſidered, and it deſerves attention. 


To judge of this, we ought to know what 
ends they had in view, and by what means 
they could wiſely hope to attain them. . 


As to the ends propolſed---theſe, doubt- 
leſs, were as various as the paſſions, opini- 
ons, abilities, and intereſts of the parties 
concerned ; for, though all might agree in 
one and the ſame publick pretence, it would 
be abſurd to ſuppoſe them all acting from 
the ſame private motives---thoſe who led, 


and thoſe who followed, thoſe who had 


abilities to think and ſcheme for themſelves, 


and 


(nm) 


and thoſe who thought only as they were 
taught to think, and acted only as they were 
ated upon. Men of this laſt character 


compoſe the bulk of every ſe& and party 
into which mankind is divided. 


In the caſe before us---whatever mo- 
tives of policy might be ſuppoſed to influ- 
ence the leaders to make a choice like 
this, we ſhould be very unjuſt to accuſe the 
people of acting from the ſame policy. 
They had been amuſed and inflamed with 
certain words and ſounds, had been purſu- 
ing a ſomething, they knew not what, a 
Shadow of Liberty which their leaders held 
out to them, and vainly hoped on this Day 
to attain the Subſtance. Now if wiſdom 
of any kind can be ſuſpected in theſe, it 
muſt conſiſt in the choice of maſters whom 
they would ſerve, the choice of guardians 
to protect Liberty. And who were theſe 
maſters choſen ? theſe guardians of Liberty ? 

| 0G 2 ---the 


leſs Parliament. 


(12 
the leaders of a lawleſs Army, and a law- 
Could the choice of the 
Iſraelites have been more ſtupid and abſurd, 
in chooſing Baal, and Dagon, and Aſhta- 
roth, for their lords and maſters ? 


In regard to the leaders themſelves, the 
caſe was different : whatever their caſuiſtry 
might be, or their notions of Government, 
ſtupidity made no part of their character; 
they were doubtleſs men of very ſuperior 
abilities: and yet if there was one honeſt 
man among them, who could realy mean 
to eſtabliſh the Liberty of his country, his 
wiſdom, in this particular, was as much to 
be queſtioned as that of the moſt ignorant 
of the people. For when matters were 
brought to this criſis, the ſtate of the caſe 


was ſuch, as, perhaps, admitted not of a 
ſingle ſcheme, that wiſdom could form, for 


the ſure attainment of any views:—the Con- 
ſtitution was diſſolved; no Law, but that 
of 


n 
* — £ * 


HY * N 4 F 
A N 3 3 id otart * 2 e 


* Ta 
2 


n 


( 


i ( * 
4 > 5 — 
o 
. » p r _— 2 p — wo 


<4 


CEE I a 
* 9299 - 
n — 


TE 
4 oy rey 2 wah 
4 > 


"I... 


# he. Lo 


( 13) 
of force ſubſiſted, and that force ſtood col- 
lected in the body of an army; a power 
doubtleſs moſt wiſely adapted to pull down 
a free Conſtitution : but wherein conſiſted 
the wiſdom to expect, by means of the ſame 
power, to build one up again? They had 
hitherto indeed been united in removing 
obſtacles in the way to this power; but 
when theſe were broken down, what barrier 
could wiſdom oppoſe to ſtop the torrent? 
It was folly to expect the ſame unanimity, 
either in ſharing equaly the power uſurped, 
or in reſtoring Liberty to their country, that 
there had been in overturning it. Wiſdom 
had then no part to act, but to ſuſpend its 


judgment as to conſequences. There was 


but one certain concluſion to be drawn 
namely—that Tyranny, in ſome ſhape or 
other, muſt neceſſarily riſe up—-but, in 
what particular ſhape, ſurpaſſed the wiſeſt 
to determine; even Cromwel himſelf could 
not then be ſure that it would riſe at laſt in 

his 


( 14 ) e 
his on perſon. His ſucceſs reſted on the 
moſt unſtable foundation, the caprice, 
phrenzy, and enthuſiaſm of the ſoldiers. 
Superior and daring as it was, his genius 
could not inſure a coincidence of events 
which ſhould place him abſol ute at the 
Helm, enable him to ſteer the madneſs of 
the people, and drive it to a certain point 
---with---hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no 
farther, 


But be this as it will----that all the reſt 
ſhould become ſlaves to the arbitrary will of 
one deſpotick maſter, ' was certainly not the 
choice of any one of them; they had formed 
no ſuch plan: they thought only to ſhake 
off u yoke, to change a maſter, not con- 
ſidering what new maſter might riſe up in 
his place. That idea was left vague and 
indeterminate. Perhaps it never occurred, 
or, if it did, they could not fix it. They 
knew not---they could not find out a maſ- 
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(T5 ) 
ter but a maſter ſoon found out them. 
This was not the refult of choice, but ne- 
ceſſity; they had been free to forge their 
own chains, but not to determine who. 
ſhould rivet them. 


But it is vain to ſeek for wiſdom in 
1 ſchemes which could have no other founda- 
tion, but in the confuſion, diſtreſs, and in- 
ſtability of the times. Upon the whole, 
it ſeems as if God had blinded their eyes, 
that they ſhould not ſee the moſt obvious 
conſequences, or diſcover the moſt glaring 
impoſitions: for what an infatuation muſt 
have been poured out on every one of them, 
to truſt their Intereſts and Liberty in the 
8 hands of each other? the leaders to truſt. 


the people, or the people the leaders, when 


1 each muſt be conſcious that they had all 


> reſpectively been falſe to their profeſſions — 
A had been promiſing Liberty, and uſurping 


Power had been praying and fighting for 
AF what 


(16) 
what they called their juſt Rights, and at 
the ſame time had arbitrarily overturned the 
Conſtitution itſelf, on which alone every 
legal Right depended. | 


Thus much for the wiſdom of the choice 
made on this day. . 


Whether the nation became afterwards 
more powerful and reſpectable, is not my 
preſent buſineſs to enquire. On his Day, 
at leaſt, the event could not be known : 
but whatever it was----however formidable 
we became as a nation, under the deſpotick 


Sway of a private Subject erected into a Ty- 


rant,----no Friend of Liberty would ever 
chooſe to make his Country formidable at 
the expence of Liberty itſelf. Whatever 
be the wiſdom of a choice like this, we 


muſt reſign it to the Friends of arbitrary 
Power. | 


5 8 I pro- 


(17) 
I proceed therefore to enquire, ſecondly, 
what inſtructions may from hence be drawn 


for our. own Conduct, and the publick 
Good. 


I cannot ſay that the circumſtances of 
the preſent times are ſimilar to thoſe I have 
been mentioning.----We are all in the full 
enjoyment of our civil and religious Rights, 
and ſhould bluſh to hint at danger to our 
Liberties from the Crown. But we are not 
therefore without our Dangers : Superſtition 
and deſpotick Power on the other fide the 
flood, and at home our own Vices combined 
againſt ourſelves----theſe are the dangers, 
and theſe the maſters which now offer 
themſelves. If i it feem evil then unto us to 
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preſerve our preſent "een Conſtitution in 
Church and State, might not a Joſhua ſpeak 


WF tous alſo in the name of the Lord God of 
ST lfrael, Chooſe you this day whom you will ſerve. 
D There 


(18) 


There is not perhaps a man in this king- 
dom that does not think himſelf qualified 
to make a wiſe choice of the maſter whom 
he would ſerve. Our anceſtors thought the 
ſame; but they taught us a truth that ought 
to humble us, namely, that though to chooſe 
belongs only to intelligent, free agents, yet 
that there is no choice ſo abſurd which from 
ignorance, caprice, or depravity, we are 
not capable of making. Wherever theſe 


prevail there is always danger, more or 


leſs, of making a fooliſh, wicked, or de- 
ſtructive choice. For inſtance Should 


infidelity prevail in this nation, and à total 


indifference what Religion is profeſſed, or 
whether any at all- -can any one ſay how 
abſurd a choice might be made of a De- 


fender of the Faith, by thoſe who have no 


Religion, no Faith at all? And yet the 
very exiſtence of our preſent happy Conſti- 
tution, as by Law eſtabliſhed, depends on 


a Defender of our Proteſtant Faith. 
The 


r 
7 12 *. 84 < os 2 2 2 2 1 
8 * | : © / 
, „ . r Wy Whos m__— 9 4 * 1 


N 
ol 
.. 
E * 
9 1 
: = 
Y 7 
7 7 
= 
=— 
4 7 
4 
7 
„ 
7 
F 5 " | 
= 
_ = 
1 
7 * 
= 
** 6 
2 L " 
— = 
J 8 
1 * 
1 
_ 2 
1 5 
= 
2 . 
2B 
-* 


2 


* — 3 8 « ig Xs 
n 


„ of r * 
RO; * 2 - 

ww wakes =o | 22 e 
8 212 8 <a 2 - "PO" 

- a4 - 0 1 


( 29 ) 


The wiſdom of every nation conſiſts in a 
choice of means the moſt conducive to its 
own ſupport and ſecurity ; and the choice 
of means will always correſpond to the cha- 
rafter of thoſe that chooſe them. With 


whom then can the wiſdom of a nation be 


ſuppoſed to reſide? or who are the perſons 
proper to direct the choice ?----ſuperiors or 
inferiors ?---the wiſe or the ignorant ?---the 
virtuous or the profligate ?- Now in every 
nation the ignorant are always, in point of 
number, far. ſuperior to the wiſe; in 
every nation therefore the far greater num- 
ber are always capable of making a very 
ignorant choice, eſpecially in matters which 
regard the intereſts of the whole ; theſe 
cannot be the counſelours, in the multitude 
of whom conſiſts the wiſdom of a State. 
Providence therefore, for the better conduct 
of human aftairs, and not approving, or in- 
tending that ignorance ſhould dictate and 

7 preſcribe 


(20) 
preſcribe Laws to knowledge, has in part 
provided: againſt this evil, by diſpoſing the 
minds of the ignorant to accept inſtruction, 
and the minds of the more knowing to give 
it conſcientiouſly. While this natural ſub- 
ordination ſubſiſts, and knowledge, joined 
with integrity, preſides, a nation has. all 
the ſtrength and ſecurity that the nature of 
things admits of, But Vice, either in the 


people or their leaders, is alone ſufficient 
to invert this order. The leaders may de- 


ceive the people, or the people deſpiſe Do- 
minion; and, when either is the caſe, 
when either vice preſides, or ignorance 
inſtructs, a nation has no choice but of 
ruin and deſolation. 


It imports us then to confider---whether 
this juſt and natural ſubordination does in 
fact ſubſiſt among us---whether vice is not 
erecting itſelf into a governing principle, 
and whether both Vice and Ignorance are 
not 
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2) 
not contending for Rights, which, in the 
nature of things, cannot belong to them. 
If this, to any great degree, be the preſent 
ſtate of this nation, every good man, every 
lover of his Country, has reaſon to be 
alarmed.---For Vice, whether with know- 
ledge or without, leads directly to Slavery · 
Its firſt principle is to be arbitrary to 
indulge itſelf without controul to be re- 
ſtrained by nothing. In conſequence of 
this principle, every vicious man has a right 
and ought to be abſolute. But the prinei- 
ple deſtroys itſelf :---for if Vice was to be- 
come general, the Vices of one man muſt 
neceſſarily interfere with the Vices of an- 
other, ſo that the gratification of none could 
be unlimited. Some power then muſt be 
called in to fix bounds to each, and what 
power could fix them ? Not the powers of 
Reaſon, Juſtice, or Religion ; to theſe they 
own no ſubjection. What other power then 
but ſuperior force ? To this they muſt ap- 


peal, 


"tan? 


peal, and to this they muſt ſubmit, whether 
juſt or unjuſt. But what is ſuperior force 
unſupported by Reaſon, Juſtice, and Reli- 
gion? Is it not Tyranny? and are not thoſe 
Slaves, and ought not thoſe to be Slaves, 
who allow no other maſter, are fit for no 
other maſter, and are at laſt forced to ſub- 
mit to this maſter, through the —_ 3 


tendency of their own principles ? I 


When the choice therefore is put to us of 
Liberty or Slavery, of Superſtition or true 
Religion, can we truſt Vice with ſo im- 
portant a choice? Every wicked man, q | 
whether he knows it or not, is the enemy | 
not of Religion only, but of Liberty. Who- 
ever has ſold his Conſcience has ſold his 
Liberty, and, if he is confiſtent with his 
principles, will alſo {ell his Country to the 
beſt bidder. -- 


\ 


But there is another Truth no leſs alarm- 


in pg, 
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ing, which the preſent Solemnity reminds 
us of, namely That a free nation, even 
in the purſuit of Freedom, may be brought 
to ſuch a ſtate, wherein neither wiſdom can 
advance to ſave it, nor violence dare retreat 


from deſtroying it. 


This was actually the caſe on this very 
Day. God forbid it ſhould ever, in any 
future period, be again the ſtate of this 
nation | It is ſtill, thank God, in our own 
choice to ſuſpend our ruin; we are not 
out of the reach of wiſdom to ſave us, but 
neither are we out of the reach of our own 
vices to ruin us. The preſent hour is per- 
haps our own, let us chooſe wiſely ; -but let 
us remember alſo, that, whether we chooſe 
or not, the courſe of nature moves invari- 
ably on to the certain production of effteas, 
according to the principles on which we act, 
whether they be good, or whether they be 
evil: if evil. -a time muſt come when a 

choice 
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choice will no longer be in our power 
we will ſerve. We may repent of Folly, but 
not redreſs the Evil. This feems to be the ſet- 
tled order of things in this world, an eſta- 
bliſhed way of God's dealing with the chil- 
dren of men: he ſets before them Good and 
Evil, with their reſpective conſequences, and 
bids them chooſe. In proportion as they 
chooſe Evil, the choice of Good is gradu- 
ally contracted and withdrawn, till no 
choice is given, that 1 is, till they are utterly 
abandoned by the Grace of God, and given 
up to Perdition. This is the caſe of parti- 
culars ; it is the ſame in regard to nations; 
they alſo have their day, and their choice 
given them; the way to glory and proſpe- 
rity, the way to ſhame and deſtruction. The 
Jews, as a nation, experienced this through 
the whole courſe of their hiſtory : national 
guilt, and national calamity were inſeparable. 
Other cauſes and circumſtances may ſome- 
times concur, and terminate in the ſame 
| | end 


| (25) 
end but the ſure and certain period fixed 
for every nation on earth, when a choice is 


no longer given, is the time when they have 


filled up the meaſure of their iniquity, This 
was evidently the cafe of Jeruſalem, when 
our Saviour foretold, and ſa compaſſionately 
pronounced its ruin. hen he was come 
near---he beheld the city, and wept over it, 
ſaying, If thou hadſt known, even thou, at 


leaſt in this thy day, the things which belong 


unto thy peace! but now they are hid from 
thine eyes. For the days ſhall come when 
thine enemies ſhall caſt a trench about thee, 


and compaſs thee round, and keep thee in on 


every fide, and ſhall lay thee even with the 
ground, and thy children within thee ; and 
they ſhall not leave in thee one flone upon an- 
other, becauſe thou kneweſt not the time of thy 
viſitation, 


Io conclude---We are at preſent happy 
under the mild Government of the molt gra- 
E cCious 


Luke xix. 41. 
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cious and beſt of Kings. Virtue and Obe- 
dience on our part is the only return we can 
make to Heaven, the only truſt we can re- 
poſe in Providence for the continuance of 
national Bleſſings. If we know the things 
that belong to our Peace, it is our own fault 
if we have them not in the moſt ample 
manner : nothing but our own Vices can 


hide them from our eyes. Every man's 
Rights, and every man's Liberty, is marked 


out to him in the reaſon and nature of 
things, and ſecured to him by the Laws of 
God and his country. Would we extend 
our Rights, or our Liberty beyond theſe 
bounds? The attempt is wickedneſs, the 
reſult-anarchy and confuſion. We may all 
be free, (it is the intention of juſt Govern- 
ment fo make us ſo,) or, we may all be 
Slaves, (it is the neceſſary conſequence of 
Vice,) . but we cannot all be arbitrary, we 
cannot all be Dictators ?—It is impoſſible 
tor each to make his own will the ſtandard 
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of Right, or his Ignorance the preſiding 
wiſdom of his Country. We muſt ſubmit 
to ſome maſter, whether we chooſe it or 
not ; it is the law of nature and neceſlity, 
and, if we chooſe not the ſervile yoke of a 
foreign, deſpotick maſter, we muſt each in 
our reſpective ſtations unite in the ſervice of 
that gracious Maſter, whom the Providence 
of God has in mercy ſet over us. 


Are we threatened with dangers ?--our 
diviſions will not leſſen them; by forcing 
ourſelves out of our ranks we cannot repel 
them. We muſt neceffarily be held together 
by ſome common band, or be broken . 
pieces. What bands then ſhall we chooſe, \ 
or of what ſhall we deem ourſelves worthy ? 
Not thoſe which are proper only for the 
horſe and mule that have no underſtanding, 
----they muſt be ſuch as can be laid on the 
rational part of our nature---the bands of - 
= Vutueand Truth, of Conſcience and Reli- 
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n ofi Gratitude to our King, and Love 
for dur Country ; ; under the ſacred tie of 
theſe juſt obligations we ſhall ſtand collected 
in ſtrength to defy our enemies; the 
ftrength of order, and wiſe direction, - the 
ſtrength of union in a good cauſe, and 
(hat alone can ſecure our happineſs both 
now and for ever) the ſtrength of Faith and 
confidence in that Almighty Being, who 
ruleth with his power in the kingdoms of this 
world, and who, for the reward of thoſe 
that through Faith in his revealed will have 
choſen him for their God, has prepared 
an everlafting kingdom in the world to 
come, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
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